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The Latest News  
Alan Stamper 

Welcome to Edition #19 of the Ohio Valley Regions Observers Stand.    

You will notice some changes with this newsletter, beginning with me, your Editor, Alan Stamper.  

Our previous editor, Dave Brown, has returned to his role as the regions Executive Officer and I 

have taken over the responsibility of production our newsletter.   Before talking about the 

changes, I want to thank Dave for his work and congratulate him for his election to his new 

position.  Thanks Dave! 

I’m sure you have already noticed the new format.      Along with this change I’m going to try and 

recreate some of the features and sections of the printed editions from years ago. 

I would also like to begin to add articles and stories back into the newsletter.   If you have a story 

you would like to share then I encourage you to submit it.  If writing isn’t your thing, then I’m 

willing to listen and write it for you.   Don’t hesitate to reach out if you have something to share!   

I hope you find this updated version of the newsletter enjoyable and informative! 
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Elections 

It’s that time of year! 

Elections for the OVR Board are now in progress!   Did you know that OVR is considered a “Jumbo” region with 

over 800 member that roughly only 1 in 8 of us vote in our yearly elections?   That’s right, our elections results 

typically just break 100 ballots.   So, when I say that your vote counts, I truly mean it! 

Voting is easy to do, with the entire process taking place online.  All you need is your member number and an 

electronic device so you can log into MSReg.   You will need to create an account on the site if you don’t already 

have one. 

We have Two 2-year Board of Director positions, and One 1-year Board of Director position available this year. 

You can vote up to Three candidates from the list of candidates seeking election to the Board of Directors this 

year. The candidates who are selected will begin their term on the OVR, SCCA board of directors in 2026. The 

Two candidates with the highest vote total will fill the Two 2-year positions and the candidate with the 3rd most 

votes will fill the 1-year position. Voting is open now, and will close on 11/5 at 8pm. 

The full link is shown below: 

https://track.pstmrk.it/3ts/www.motorsportreg.com%2Findex.cfm%2Fevent%2Fsurvey%2FuidSurvey%2F0FE5EF4

C-BDCD-E6CD-81AF009DF6B19D9A/cP88/r4bAAQ/AQ/519fa946-1e0f-410b-bde4-694f16c4e957/1/iE4pJPSeuJ 

The board would like to thank Matt Downing for stepping up and being our Elections Officer again this year.  He 

really does a great job.   If you have any questions or issues then please don’t hesitate to contact him at 

elections@ovr-scca.org. 

The following is a list (in no order) of the candidates and their election statements. 

 

 

 

 

Z Hardesty 

https://track.pstmrk.it/3ts/www.motorsportreg.com%2Findex.cfm%2Fevent%2Fsurvey%2FuidSurvey%2F0FE5EF4C-BDCD-E6CD-81AF009DF6B19D9A/cP88/r4bAAQ/AQ/519fa946-1e0f-410b-bde4-694f16c4e957/1/iE4pJPSeuJ
https://track.pstmrk.it/3ts/www.motorsportreg.com%2Findex.cfm%2Fevent%2Fsurvey%2FuidSurvey%2F0FE5EF4C-BDCD-E6CD-81AF009DF6B19D9A/cP88/r4bAAQ/AQ/519fa946-1e0f-410b-bde4-694f16c4e957/1/iE4pJPSeuJ
mailto:elections@ovr-scca.org
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Mark Harmon 
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Dan Hodge 
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Douglas Houdeshell 

Randy Tackett 



6 
 

  

 

  

 

Photo Credit: Nich Carpenter (Above Photos) 

Photo Credit: Norberto Leal Zavala 

Autocross  

It’s now Mid to Late October and both OVR’s Summer Autocross 

Series and the Wednesday Evening’s PAX Series has been 

completed!   

As many of you know, we run both series at Fortress Obetz, which 

is a wonderful facility.  They are multi-purpose facility and as 

August rolls around football and the associated tail gating take 

over the parking lot during the weekends, closing out our season 

sooner than several of the regions that surround us.    

This lead to addition of the Popular PAX Challenge Events.   These 

events are held in the evening and finish up in the dark with the 

facilities lights on and with the Giant Score Board adding its 

illumination to the site.   All the competitors time have the PAX 

modifier applied to their times, allowing every class, car and driver 

to compete with one another. 

By the time you read this newsletter the champions and both series 

will have been decided. 
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Rally Cross … 

It’s easy and sad to sum up OVR’s Rally Cross program for the year.   We simply didn’t have one.  This is because 

we haven’t been able to find a site to run our events at.   In previous year we have partnered with the Southern 

West Virginia region to hold events, all while they are great people, the location of their sites are generally three 

hours away from Columbus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year many of our competitors have been running with the Cincinnati Region at their new site at Edgewater 

Sports Park.   This is the first year for their Rallycross program.   OVR has helped out by letting the Cincy region 

use our Rally Cross Trailer and associated equipment. 

We would love to be able to hold events in Central Ohio, if a location can be found.   If you know of a location 

then please don’t hesitate to reach out to us!   
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Road Race Updates 

It’s Fall and the Autumn Classic is 

upon us.  This past weekend was the 

44th running of this fall staple.  At the 

time of writing, there are 150 

entrants for the event spread across 

8 groups and 38 different classes!   

Races are being held on both 

Saturday and Sunday!  

 

We are always looking for 

volunteers on racing weekends.   If 

you have an interest in helping out, 

then you can reach out to our race 

director for more information: 

https://ovr-scca.org/race-

volunteers/ 
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Social Events 

OVE and Racing Line Columbus came together on Sunday September 28th 

to hold our first ever SIM racing event.  This event was limited to OVR 

members only and was attend by drivers and workers  from multiple 

disciplines of our region. 

Racing line’s facility has 12 state of the art driving simulators and also a full 

service bar.   Attendees enjoyed pizza supplied by the region and spent an 

afternoon SIM racing, with an ultimate final show down race held at the end 

that included the fastest people from 4 different race groups and a few 

people that made their way in through a last chance qualifying race. 

It was evident that many people are very skilled at this type of motorsport 

and that some of us are not (that would be me!).    

For this event the cars and track were kept simple, with everyone racings 

identical spec Miata’s and the track being Mid-Ohio.  I can personally say 

that I have never driven on the Mid-Ohio track, but I now have a good idea 

of where all the barriers are placed and what they look like.  

If we do this again in the future, what cars and courses would you like to 

include? 

 

 

   

 

 

Racing Line Columbus’s Contact 
Info: 
 
614-324-1050 
https://www.racinglinecbus.com/ 
 
235 North 4th Street 
Columbus Ohio 

 

https://www.racinglinecbus.com/
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Closing  

Than you for reading our newsletter!   This new format is a work in progress.   In the future we would like to add 

member stories and additional photos. 

If you have wither to submit to future issues then please e-mail us at observerstand@ovr-scca.org. 

In addition to bringing back stories to our newsletter, I would like to include brief write ups of our events.   If you 

wish to help support the region and help by putting together a write up for an event: Road Racing, Track, 

Autocross, Rally Cross or social events, then please reach out. 

I also plan to bring back the classifieds, or as it’s better known: “The Rich Grunenwald”  Section of the newsletter.   

If you have car parts to sell or an event to share then send us an e-mail and we will put it into the next issue. 

Until next time! 
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